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Cooleman Ridge Park Care Group
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
Held at 78 Sidaway St, Chapman, Chapman

3

6 October 2025 at 3 pm
Opening
The meeting commenced at 3.10 pm. Linda Spinaze, President, was the Chair.

Present
Chris Oates, Linda Spinaze, Rob Lundie, Paul Sheils, Natasha Newman, Jenny Horsfield, Jenny Shapcott, Rohan Thomas, Alan Ford, Hamish McGlynn.

Apologies
Helen Govey, Doug Tinney, Peter Lindenmayer, Tom Babington

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting were approved unanimously.

Matters Arising from the Minutes
No matters arose from the previous year’s minutes of the Annual General Meeting.

President’s Report
The President’s report was duly noted by the meeting. Linda commented on another successful year and thanked everyone for their contribution.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer reported that as at 30 June 2025 the Group had $2659.38 in its Commonwealth Bank account (Account Number: 10029007, BSB: 062912) after Conservation Council membership fees of $82.50 and Officeworks Map Scanning costs of $67.00. The treasurer’s report and the audit report were endorsed by the AGM. 
Election of Committee
All positions were declared vacant and as all office holders and committee members (except for Peter Lindenmayer who was replaced by Tom Babington) were prepared to continue in their positions, they were elected unopposed as follows: 

President – Linda Spinaze 
Vice-President – Chris Oates
Secretary – Rob Lundie
Treasurer – Rohan Thomas
Public Officer – Natasha Newman
Committee members: Helen Govey, Paul Sheils, Jenny Shapcott, Tom Babington

Other business
Distribution of the newsletter and the location of boxes
Discussion points: do we need more boxes on the Ridge and if so, where? Kambah end of Mt Arawang? Namatjra Dr or track? Darrell Place? Who distributes the newsletter, how many copies and to which locations. (Rob)
Decisions 
Jenny Horsfield to investigate placing the newsletter box that has been removed from Namatjira Dr, on the southern bridge leading up Mt Arawang.
Jenny Horsfield to investigate placing a newsletter box at Darrell Place near the fence on the western side of the main track.
No newsletter box will be situated at the horse paddock entrance on Namatjira Dr.
The responsibility for each newsletter boxes will be as follows: Rob (Kathner St, Cooleman Trig, Darrell Pl), Tash (Namatjira display box), Chris (Mt Arawag bridge, Lincoln Pl, Chapman Primary School). 

Pamphlets
Discussion points: What to do when the current stock of nature trail pamphlets run out? There was concern that the current pamphlets are out of date and could be misleading. How do we want to distribute the new pamphlet about the Group and the Ridge? (Linda)
Decision
We will discontinue putting out the current pamphlets relating to the nature trail and the Chapman Primary School.

Work parties for the coming year
Discussion points: They have been quite ad hoc recently based on the perceived need at each month. Is this method satisfactory or do we want to go back to a set pattern? Paul has mapped where we have weeded previously. (Linda)
Decision
Linda to decide each month before the publication of the newsletter the location of that month’s Group activity.

Darrell Place development
Discussion points: do we want to work towards a look-out/viewing point near the Darrell Pl entrance on the flat area where we seeded the grass last work-party. Do we want to create an area with shade, a seat, a view, which is accessible for wheelchairs?  The ALG is the problem, but maybe we could focus on clearing the ALG, and use the last bag of grass seed to cover the gaps to prevent regrowth. Paul displayed a photo of a kurrajong tree that could provide shade in the area. Alan pointed out the roughly eroded track leading up to the reservoir. (Linda)
Decision
Linda to raise this issue at the Parks and Conservation planning meeting.
Planning meeting follow up: Noted potholes on the track. District noted it has been requested as part of the Bushfire Operations Plan. Group asked about paving the road. Action: To follow up with Roading Team. Hoping to plant some trees at the ‘platform’ to increase shade, and future possibilities for benches.

Seats
Discussion points: Where would we like to see new seats installed on the Ridge? Cooleman Trig? Mt Arawang trig? (Rob)
Decision
Linda to raise this issue with Sharon from Parks and Conservation.
Planning meeting follow up: there seemed to be a misunderstanding in the minutes, which hopefully will be corrected.

Western Edge campaign
Discussion points: how does the Group want to conduct this campaign? The stall at Cooleman Court (27/9) was considered a success gaining about 115 signatures on a petition. There is a planned guided walk on Cooleman Ridge (25/10). It was noted that signs about this campaign have been placed at various points on the Ridge: Darrell Pl,  Namatjira notice board, Anniversary Seat. (Helen)
Decision
The Group to be guided by and fit in with the campaign run by the Conservation Council.

Wombat treatment
Discussion points: is this viable for the Group to be involved in? Could the Group just concentrate on certain burrows? Is it worth mapping the wombat burrows on the Ridge? (Paul, Helen)
Helen’s comments: - mapping where possible of burrows - I have now seen a couple more burrows (I will contact you separately, Paul); looking to set up our own group as medicated burrow flaps need weekly changing for a few months; training in the next couple of months - Yolandi will be in touch; (I have chatted with my friend from the Urambi group. She says the Wombat Rescue team managed the whole set up for her area and initially they assisted new 'rescuers'. Urambi is divided into sections.)
Decision
Linda to raise this issue at the PCS planning meeting.
Planning meeting follow up: The rangers reported that the wombats on Cooleman Ridge presumably do not have mange because they are not seen during daylight hours. So their advice is there is no need to treat them.

Scoping Tree Planting between the Forest and Mt Arawang 
Discussion points: The scoping will be to check the feasibility and benefit to small birds etc if we go ahead in future with this planting. I am not suggesting we would ourselves be doing all the planting probably a Ranger Assist Project. (Paul)
Decision
SACTCG to be asked if they would be prepared to help with this project.
Planning meeting follow up: the rangers were concerned re the lack of soil and possible rocky ground in the area would prevent growth. They will assess and get back to us.

Attracting Young Volunteers
Discussion points: setting up a youth subgroup. All park care groups are having trouble attracting volunteers. Some groups have lost their longstanding convenors. What would we get the young volunteers to do? Paul circulated a proposed notice to go on the Group’s Facebook site calling on expressions of interest from young volunteers. (Paul)
Decision
Paul to post his notice on the Group’s Facebook page.
Planning meeting follow up: the rangers suggested a couple of groups that may be interested eg Intrepid at the ANU.

The meeting closed at 4.45 pm.
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