Presidents Report for the year 2024-2025.

It has been another rewarding year for Cooleman Ridge Park Care group, with weeding still being the main focus of attention, but with various other activities occupying our volunteers.

Weeding Activities:

Our monthly weeding parties have continued to target our most dominant weeds – African Love Grass, St Johns Wort, verbascum, briar roses, blackberry, cotoneasters and other woody weeds.  The preferred method for most of the group is manual removal, with immediate dabbing herbicide on the cut-stems of woody-weeds.  A couple of members use chemical spraying during out-of-group-weeding times, especially for the blackberry, fennel and vinca.  

During our monthly weeding parties we have tackled the following weeds in various places:
· woody weeds/briar roses/verbascum on One Tree Hill
· phalaris around the Old Dam
· woody weeds under the large trees of Mt Arawang
· clearing grassy weeds from around the plantings near the Square Reservoir
· cutting back blackberry in preparation for summer spraying

The working parties in April and May were a nice change because we were able to create some patches of native grass.  We prepared the ground and spread native grass seeds in two patches within the fenced area of the Old Dam. The grass seed had been provided by Parks and Conservation (PCS) at no cost to us. We planted in accordance with advice from Greening Australia, as follows: prepared the ground by clearing unwanted plants, roughed up the surface, scattered the seed, stomped the seed into the ground, and then covered the area with branchlets to prevent the kangaroos from nibbling the new shoots. There has been some growth but it is too soon to be able to tell whether they are the planted species of grasses. We used pure microlaena in the southern patch, and a mixture of microlaena, stipa, red-leg  and wallaby grasses in the northern patch.

A few members take special interest in particular areas. One of our members (thanks Peter) takes charge of weeding out the tweedia which re-occurs on Cooleman Trig. Euphorbia also occurs on Cooleman Trig, and has been regularly sprayed/manually removed over the years, as has patches of vinca and fennel below the Round Reservoir.  Our Friday Group continues to manually remove the SJW and other weeds in the Kathner St enclosure.

Control work on St Johns Wort (SJW) was delayed while we waited for approval from PCS to be able to borrow electric hedge-trimmers to cut off the seed-heads. 4 of our members have now completed the required training, so we can now use this method to control, and hopefully reduce, the spread of this insidious weed during this next growing season. We can now also borrow brush-cutters and electric saws from PCS, which will facilitate weed-control.

Our weeding activities have been recorded on an interactive map by one of our members (thanks Paul), which is sent to our Ranger so that PCS knows where we have been targeting our efforts.

During the summer months we had an unusual addition to our weeding sessions.  Kirsten Wehner, a local artist, joined us in order to make some sketches of people working in the local water-catchment.  She subsequently invited us to the opening of her exhibition, and one of our group bought one of her paintings.  A great reminder of his work on the Ridge.

Other activites:

In July, after a prompt from the Southern ACT Catchment Group (SACTCG), we decided to create a brochure so that we would have information to hand out to interested people.  Our thanks to SACTCG for facilitating this activity. The brochure looks terrific, and we are looking forward to giving it to interested folk.

Our 2 dams continue to be monitored on a monthly basis by our Water Watch team – Helen Govey, Robyn Gow, Peter Lindenmayer (who has now stepped down) and Natasha Oates. My thanks to them for keeping an eye on the health of our waterways.

Our communications with the Conservation Council have increased recently due to the increased threat of urbanisation of the Western Edge.  The proposed maps show houses encroaching very close to Cooleman Ridge’s western boundary, and covering the whole valley across to the mountains. The Group is against this proposal since it will impact greatly on Cooleman Ridge’s iconic views, let alone be a source of weed incursions.

Paul continues to be our “map-master”. He maps all of our working parties, and has also started a map which identifies the plants that we need to protect from hazard-reduction burns.  This will make it much easier to communicate with the burns-unit when a prescribed burn is planned.

PCS activities on/for Cooleman Ridge:

During the last summer PCS repaired and re-routed the main walking tracks up to Mt Arawang. The south-eastern route was substantially modified to reduce the steepness of the climb and to thereby decrease the erosion occurring beside the track. The new track winds its way through some lovely wooded patches, and still provides good views to the south and east. The steps of the western-access track were repaired, and better drainage encouraged. 

After many years of no powered tools being allowed on the Ridge, we have finally been able to attend the PCS courses, and 4 of us are now licensed to use the tools provided by PCS.  These include hedge-trimmers, brush-cutters and powered saws. During the winter months these tools were used to cut-back the blackberry canes so that the spring re-growth can be more easily sprayed with herbicide.

PCS have also changed the method of providing designated clothing for volunteers.  It has now been centralised, and individual groups no longer have to send the orders to PCS.  Each volunteer who has attended at least 3 work-parties is eligible for clothing, including the shirt and warm jacket.

We managed without a designated ranger for most of the year, although there has always been excellent support from the other rangers.  In June we were informed that Sharon Woods would be our permanent ranger, which was great news since Sharon has been with PCS for a long time and her experience will provide some welcome continuity for CRPCG.

PCS has also managed to permanently repair the road where our wombat has repeatedly made his home. He now seems to be happy in an apartment a short distance from the road.

Our thanks to PCS for providing courses for us to improve our skills in first aid, weed identification, herbicide use and facilitating communication with other landcare groups.

Plans for 2026

Our most difficult weeds that we have at the moment are SJW, ALG and blackberry, apart from the garden-escapes on the urban fringe.  During the next year we will focus on weeds that occur along the roads/paths, to the west and south of the Cut-drain Path, in order to reduce the spread of seeds. Some black-berry will be sprayed by one of our members.

Recent pruning of pyracanthus showed evidence of nesting of small birds, so any large pyracanthus on the Ridge will be left to provide habitat for the small birds.

During this summer we hope to be able to reduce the SJW by the physical removal of the seed-heads, a method which has been used successfully, albeit slowly, by the Mt Taylor group.

Additionally we have plans to create an easily-accessed view-point for people with limited mobility. The flat-area near the Square Reservoir is appropriate because it is easily accessible from Darrell Place, and does have a good view over the Murrumbidgee Valley to the mountains. The major drawback is the amount of ALG in the area, which was probably brought in to the area when the reservoir was built. It will need persistence on our part to remove it.

My thanks to all the committee members who all actively participate in everything:
Rob Lundie  - Secretary and Newsletter editor
Chris Oates – Vice President
Rohan Thomas – Treasurer
Jenny Shapcott – Website
Paul Sheils – Mapping
Helen Govey – Water Watch, Conservation Council Rep
Natasha Newman – Public officer, 
Peter Lindenmayer – Conservation advice

Peter is stepping down from the Committee, but will remain as an advisor.  Many thanks Peter.

I look forward to another interesting and rewarding year,

Linda Spinaze
President




